A NEW CONCEPT:
“FAMILY-STYLE CONFIRMATION CLASS”

Starting in 2011-2012, First Lutheran’s church council has approved a new approach to confirmation ministry. The key feature of this new approach is the substantial, active involvement and participation of parents. The church council and I believe that this will result in a number of benefits:

1. What is learned in class will be lived at home. The Christian faith is not just a number of concepts to be learned. It is a way of life. It is life itself, as long as we live on earth, and forever in heaven. It is life in Christ.

2. The number of young people who drop away from church life after they are confirmed will decrease. Worshiping God in church, and being involved in church, will come to be seen as a life-long lifestyle, which is the whole point of being confirmed.

3. Preparation for being confirmed will be seen, not as a Wednesday only, student only, activity. Rather, it will be seen as a whole week (especially Saturday and Sunday), whole family activity.


4. This new approach could result in spiritual growth and renewal in faith for entire families.

5. The church will be more full at Saturday and Sunday worship services, which is a blessing, encouragement, and inspiration for everybody.

6. With several adults in attendance every Wednesday, class sessions will be more orderly and more productive.
In practical terms, what this means for parents is:

1. Parents will be expected to attend confirmation class together with their children a substantial number of times during the year. There will be several parents in attendance every Wednesday. There will be a sign-up sheet/attendance chart to organize this.

2. Parents will be expected to attend Saturday evening or Sunday morning worship with their children on a regular basis, rather than dropping them off and picking them up. There will be a sign-up sheet/attendance chart to organize this. It is a proven fact that confirmation students who are dropped off at church almost invariably become dropouts from church.

3. Parents will be expected to discuss at home with their children what has been learned in class, and to work on memory work and other homework activities with their children. This will multiply opportunities for parents to have meaningful conversations with their adolescent children about life, about God, about relationships - about everything important!
