
Sunday 12/13: Join us after the service for coffee in Fellowship Hall! 
Newsletter Items due today. Socks for homeless shelters are due.  
Monday 12/14: Call Committee Meeting, 7pm.  
Tuesday 12/15: Food Pantry set up, 9:30am; food distribution,12-2pm.  
Wednesday 12/16: Newsletter Folding, 9am.  
Thursday 12/17: Wittenberg Door Pastor’s Fellowship, 10am. here at FLC. 
Confirmation Class, 4pm.  
Saturday 12/19: Communion Service, 5:30pm. 
Sunday 12/20: Communion, 9am.  
Christmas Memorial Garden deadline, if not already sold out.  
 

 
 

PARISH CONCERNS 
Please keep in your daily prayers all people in need, including: 
- All who are providing essential services during the pandemic, and all who  
  are affected by it. 
- Ashley Wrobel will be having more tests. Pray for a clear diagnosis.  
- Jo Boehmer’s niece, Jackie will undergo surgery for pancreatic cancer this  
  Wednesday, December 16. 
- Our congregation for patience and God’s leading as we walk through the  
  Pastoral call process.  
- Pray for our next Pastor that their heart will be stirred to come to FLC.  
- All those who are not able to worship with us because they are in health  
  care facilities or homebound especially Ina Koehler, Nancy Bakanas and       
  George Vodden.  
- All those who are suffering physical or mental illness, and their families,  
  caregivers, and medical teams.  
- All pregnant women and the babies they are carrying.  
- All elected leaders, police officers, first responders, and military personnel,  
  that they hear and receive God’s guidance and protection. 
- Our church and its activities, and all Christian churches.  
- Persecuted Christians throughout the world.  
- The NALC, NALS, the Great River Mission District, all Christian churches,  
  and our partners in SC and PA.  
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First Lutheran Church – Putting Christ First 
THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT, DECEMBER 13, 2020 

 

A WARM WELCOME TO ALL who are worshiping with us today! We hope that 
the service will be a joy and blessing to you.  
 

LBW - green hymnal   WOV – blue hymnal    *Please stand as able. 
 

  Prelude 
  Welcome and Announcements 
*Brief Order for Public Confession p. 98 
*Sharing of the Peace 
*Opening Hymn: “The King Shall Come” vv. 1, 2 & 5  LBW 33 
*Apostolic Greeting and Kyrie  p. 99 
*Glory to God in the Highest p. 100 
*Prayer of the Day  
  Children’s Sermon  
  First Reading  Isaiah 64:1-4, 8-11 

1“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has 
anointed me to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to bind 
up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the 
opening of the prison to those who are bound; 2to proclaim the year 
of the Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort 
all who mourn; 3to grant to those who mourn in Zion — to give them 
a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of 
mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that they 
may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that 
he may be glorified. 4They shall build up the ancient ruins; they shall 
raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, 
the devastations of many generations.  

8“For I the Lord love justice; I hate robbery and wrong; I will faithfully 
give them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant 
with them. 9Their offspring shall be known among the nations, and 
their descendants in the midst of the peoples; all who see them shall 
acknowledge them, that they are an offspring the Lord has blessed. 
10I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; my soul shall exult in my God, for 
he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; he has covered 
me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself 
like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns herself  

 
 
 
 

SOCKS BOX 
The Lydia Circle will begin collecting NEW, WHITE socks for 
men in need on Nov. 15th. Please bring the socks by 
December 13th and place them in the “SOCKS BOX” in the 
Narthex. The socks will then be taken to local shelters. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

CHRISTMAS MEMORIAL GARDEN 
 

Poinsettias for our Christmas Memorial Garden are 
ready to order. Only 8 plants are available, please 
order early. They are $9.00 each and order forms are 
in the narthex. 

 
 
 
 

DEADLINES 
 

END OF YEAR CONTRIBUTIONS will be due into the office by Thursday, 
December 31st at 11:00 AM so I can make a deposit by noon.  
 

ANNUAL REPORTS will be due January 3, 2021. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE 
 

Please see the Narthex bulletin board with the next steps to the call 
process.  
 
This will not be a fast process. The NALC has shared that the average 
time of a call is 8 months and 3 weeks.  
 
As soon as the Congregational Profile is received by the NALC, the 
congregation will be added to the Congregational Vacancy list to be published 
on the NALC website.  
 

Our profile will be submitted shortly after the second congregational 
meeting, we will then WAIT and PRAY.   
 
The profile will be sent to all pastors in the NALC available for call.  In 
addition, all pastors in the NALC will receive an email with the list of 
congregational vacancies. 
 
The Call Committee will be emailed pastoral profiles of those interested 
in being called to their congregation.   
 
Please see the bulletin board for the next steps.  
 
We ask that everyone pray for patience for the congregation, and for 
the call committee.   
 
We pray that God will lead the Pastor of His choosing to our congregation and 
that we will be the warm and welcoming congregation that the Pastor will be 
looking for.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 with her jewels. 11For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a 
garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, so the Lord God will 
cause righteousness and praise to sprout up before all the nations.” 

Psalm 126 (Read responsively by half verse)  P. 280 
Second Reading:  1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do 
not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise prophecies, 21but test 
everything; hold fast what is good. 22Abstain from every form of 
evil. 23Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, 
and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24He who calls you is faithful; 
he will surely do it. 

 

*Alleluia Verse P. 103 
*Gospel John 1:6-8, 19-28 

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came 
as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe 
through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about 
the light.  

19And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and 
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed, 
and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21And they 
asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are 
you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22So they said to him, 
“Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us. 
What do you say about yourself?” 23He said, “I am the voice of one 
crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as 
the prophet Isaiah said.” 24(Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees.) 25They asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, if you 
are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26John 
answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one 
you do not know, 27even he who comes after me, the strap of 
whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28These things took place 
in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

 
 



 Sermon:  Based on the Gospel 

“WE ARE WITNESSES TO THE LIGHT” 
 

*Hymn of the Day:  WOV 649 
                            “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”   vv1 &2    
*Apostles’ Creed P. 106 
  Offering 
  Call Committee Update 
*Create in Me a Clean Heart   (On the back cover of the Hymnal) 
*Prayers of the Church p. 106 
*The Lord’s Prayer p. 113 
*Closing Hymn: “O Light Whose Splendor Thrills”  LBW 728  
*Benediction 
*Threefold Amen 
*Pastor: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord! 
*Congregation: Thanks be to God! 
 
*Postlude 
 
 
Church Office: (815) 522-3886   Website: www.kirklandflc.org 
Interim Pastor: Phil Gronbach (815) 441-4272(c)  pastor@kirklandflc.org 
Secretary: Dianna Wittwer (815)378-6654(c)  secretary@kirklandflc.org 
Pianist: Jill Vodden Coffee Server: Louie Mielke 
Lay Reader: Jo Boehmer Acolyte: Marissa Hernandez 
Ushers: Keith Krabbe, Loraine Krabbe, Tadd Krabbe and Matt Johnson   
Offering Counters: Keith Krabbe and Jo Boehmer 

 
BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS!!! 

    Elda Bruning 12/12              Carl Nelson 12/12  Everly Mielke 12/14/17    
   Jane Johnson 12/16              Debbie Rehn 12/18 

 

THANK YOU  
“Thank you” to everyone who sent cards and for the prayers. We really      
  appreciated them.    Vernon & Jane Johnson 

Next Week’s Readings: 
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Psalm 89:1-5 [19-29]; Romans 16:25-27;  
Luke 1:26-38 

 
 
 
 

 

 HAVE YOU THOUGHT ABOUT BEING A PART OF CHOOSING  
OUR NEW PASTOR? 

 
Have you filled out a “Desirable Qualities” form for the next Pastor? 
 

Pick up a form on the Call Committee bulletin board. 
Please select your top five qualities, then number them 1 – 5.  
A “1” would signify your first choice and most important criteria, 
followed by a 2, 3, 4, and 5.  Please place them in the office, offering 
plate or give them to a call committee member. We want your input. 
Please have your responses back to the church by  
 

TODAY! 
 
Please be praying for our new Pastor, that they will open to God’s 
leading.  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.kirklandflc.org/
mailto:pastor@kirklandflc.org
mailto:secretary@kirklandflc.org

