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First Lutheran Church – Putting Christ First 
 Saturday, February 27, 2021 
 (with scripture readings for 2nd Sunday Lent) 
 

A WARM WELCOME TO ALL who are worshiping with us today! We hope 
that the service will be a joy and blessing to you.  

 
THE SERVICE BEGINS 
P  We begin this service IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER:  
C O Loving God, you gave your only Son to die for us, that whoever 
 believes in Him may have eternal life; 
P  AND OF THE SON: 
C  O Jesus, our Lord, you humbled yourself, and became obedient  
    unto death - even the death of the cross; 
P  AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT: 
C  O Holy Spirit, guide us into all truth, and remind us of everything  
    Jesus has taught us. AMEN! 
OPENING SONG:  “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” vv.1-2 LBW 107  
WE CONFESS 
P  Let us confess our sin and griefs, and hear the comfort of the Lord. 
C  O Lord, we have often given in to temptation. We have often been 
 weak under pressure, and because of fear or flattery, we have 
 disobeyed you. We ask you of your great mercy, to forgive us, to 
 make us whole, to draw us near to you, and to strengthen us for  
      the  next time we are tempted. 
WE HEAR THE GOOD NEWS OF SALVATION 
P  Our savior is able to sympathize with our weakness, for He too 
 was tempted by the devil. In the wilderness, Satan encouraged 
 Jesus to use his power for himself, instead of for others. And 
 when He was dying, some tempted Him to come down off the 
 cross. Had He given in, we would have been lost! But He 
 prayed, “Father, not my will, but  Thine be done.” And thus 
 strengthened, He gave himself into death for our sins. In His 
 name, I declare to you that Jesus Christ has made full 
 satisfaction for all your sins. Your guilt is removed. You are 
 clean and pure, and standing in the presence of God. The peace 
 of the Lord  be with you always. 
C  And also with you. 
 



SHARING OF THE PEACE 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
FIRST READING:   Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16  

1When Abram was ninety-nine years old the Lord appeared to Abram 
and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be 
blameless, 2that I may make my covenant between me and you and 
may multiply you greatly.” 3Then Abram fell on his face. And God said 
to him, 4“Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the father 
of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your name be called Abram, 
but your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a 
multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will 
make you into nations, and kings shall come from you. 7And I will 
establish my covenant between me and you and your offspring after 
you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be 
God to you and to your offspring after you.” 
15And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call 
her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and 
moreover, I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall 
become nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.” 

       P  The Word of our Lord  C  Thanks be to God 
 

PSALM 22:22-30 (read responsively by half verse.) p.225 
SECOND READING:  Romans 5:1-11  

1Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2Through him we have also 
obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we 
rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3Not only that, but we rejoice in 
our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and 
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, 5and 
hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured 
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 6For 
while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 
7For one will scarcely die for a righteous person — though perhaps for 
a good person one would dare even to die — 8but God shows his love 
for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9Since, 
therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall 
we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 10For if while we were 
enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much 
more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 11More 
than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

          P  The Word of our Lord            C  Thanks be to God 



GOSPEL:  Mark 8:27-38 
27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. 
And on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 
28And they told him, “John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and 
others, one of the prophets.” 29And he asked them, “But who do you 
say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Christ.” 30And he 
strictly charged them to tell no one about him. 31And he began to 
teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be 
rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be 
killed, and after three days rise again. 32And he said this plainly. And 
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and 
seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! 
For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the 
things of man.” 34And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he 
said to them, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself 
and take up his cross and follow me. 35For whoever would save his life 
will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s will 
save it. 36For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and 
forfeit his soul? 37For what can a man give in return for his soul? 38For 
whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and 
sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when 
he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

 P  The Gospel of our Lord C  Thanks be to God 
 

SERMON: PASTOR PHIL GRONBACH 
 
SONG: “Beneath the Cross of Jesus” v.3 LBW 107 
APOSTLES’ CREED LBW p. 106 
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH LBW p. 119 
THE LORD'S PRAYER LBW p. 119 
OFFERING 
CLOSING RESPONSIVE READING  
(Based on Psalm 51, prayed by King David, when Nathan confronted him with his sin) 

L  Have mercy on me, O God, according to your lovingkindness; 
C  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within 
 me. 
L  Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy 
 Spirit from me. 
C  Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing 
 spirit. 



L  O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. 
C  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; As it 
 was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. AMEN. 
 

CLOSING SONG: “Savior Again to Your Dear Name” LBW 262 
P  Go in peace! Serve the Lord! 
C  Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 

Next Week’s Readings: 
Exodus 20:1-17; Psalm 19; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31; John 2:13-22 [23-25] 

 

 
 

Church Office: (815) 522-3886          Website: www.kirklandflc.org 
Interim Pastor: Phil Gronbach (815) 441-4272(c)  pastor@kirklandflc.org 
Secretary: Dianna Wittwer (815)378-6654(c)  secretary@kirklandflc.org 
Hosts: Mike & Marti Valasek       Offering Counters: Ashley Boyer & Doug Springborn 
Attendance Last Week: Saturday 2/20:15          Sunday, 2/21: 42  Wednesday, 2/24:21   

 
 

BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS!!! 
 Kailey Haberkamp 2/28/2011  Peggy Wince 2/29  

 Onie Luepkes 3/5 
 
 

ANNIVERSARY BLESSINGS!!! 
Steve & June May 2/27/1974 

Vernon & Jane Johnson 3/7/1964 
 
If I have missed your birthday or anniversary, please let me know as soon 
as possible. Thank you, Dianna 

  

http://www.kirklandflc.org/
mailto:pastor@kirklandflc.org
mailto:secretary@kirklandflc.org


 
 

MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICES: 
We will be having in-church Lenten services at 6:30pm each Wednesday 
for Lent. The theme is:  
 

“THE MISSION OF CHRIST’S CHURCH” 
We will focus on the themes of the Workshop in Preparation for Calling a 
Pastor which our congregation participated in during December.   
 
  March   4 – The Church: Division or Unity 
  March 11 – The Ministry of Church and Pastor 
  March 17 – Church Guidance: Listen to God or Listen to Self  
  March 24 – Church Decisions: Thy Will be Done,  
   or My Will be Done 

 
 

 
  



 
LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF PERSONAL CARE KITS 

Please consider purchasing some dark bath towels or a few bars of soap 
(3 – 4 oz. each) to help those in need. The other items have been donated 
or purchased with a Thrivent gift card.  These kits will be blessed before 
going to their next destination, a third world country. There is a box in the 
narthex and a small group will be assembling them in March. 
Please have your donations to the church by March 16th.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
PASTOR PHIL’S ON-LINE BIBLE STUDY 

You are invited to join Pastor Phil Gronbach for a Zoom meeting Bible 
study of the Book of Acts. There are two meeting times offered: Mondays 
at 7pm and Tuesdays at 9am. Please share with Dianna the email address 
that you would like to use for the zoom meetings.  
 
 

 
 
  



CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 
Sunday 2/28: Join us for coffee in the fellowship hall.  
Tuesday 3/2:  Food Pantry Set-up, 9:30am; dist., 12-2pm.  
Wednesday 3/3: Confirmation Class, 4pm;  
 Midweek Lenten Service, 6:30pm.  
Thursday 3/4: Food Truck Delivery 8am.  
Saturday 3/6: Communion Service, 5:30pm.  
Sunday 3/7: Communion Service, 9am.  

 

 
 
PARISH CONCERNS 

 
- Wayne Steinhorst, Gary Steinhorst’s uncle had 
heart surgery on Wednesday, procedure went 
well and hopefully home tomorrow. Pray for a 
speedy recovery.  

- Louie Mielke had a CT scan recently and will be seeing his 
pulmonologist.  

-  Jackie Conner, Jo Boehmer’s niece, who is going through chemo for 
pancreatic cancer.  

-  Elaine Sheets, Peggy Veach’s sister is feeling better. Thank you for  
   prayers.  
-  Pray for our next Pastor as they listen to God’s leading and our  
   patience to wait.  
-  All those who are not able to worship with us because they are in 

health care facilities or homebound: Ina Koehler, Nancy Bakanas and 
George Vodden. 

-  All pregnant women and the babies they are carrying. 
-  All those who are suffering physical or mental illness, and their 

families, caregivers, and medical teams. 
-  Animals that are out in the cold.  
-  Our church and its activities, and all Christian churches. 
-  Persecuted Christians throughout the world. 
-  All affected by violent crimes, accidents, and natural disasters. 
-  May God bless America, our president, elected leaders, police officers, 

first responders, and military personnel, that they hear, and receive 
God’s guidance and protection. 

-  The NALC, NALS, the Great Rivers Mission District, all Christian 
churches, and our partners in SC and PA.  


