
 
 
 

First Lutheran Church- Putting Christ First 
Kirkland, IL – Est. December 26, 1873 

 

Saturday, December 11, 2021 
 With readings for the 3rd Sunday in Advent  

  



First Lutheran Church – Putting Christ First 
Saturday, December 11, 2021 

(with scripture readings for the Third Sunday in Advent) 
 

A WARM WELCOME TO ALL who are worshiping with us today! We 
hope that the service will be a joy and blessing to you.  
 
THE SERVICE BEGINS 
P We begin this service IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER:  
C Dear heavenly Father, you comforted your people with the 

promise that you would send us a savior; 
P  AND OF THE SON: 
C Come Lord Jesus, the Son of God! Come in power and glory and 

 victory! Come quickly, and save your people; 
P AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT: 
C Come upon us, O Spirit of power and might. Breathe on us your 

life-giving breath, that we may watch and wait for Christ's 
return. Amen 

 

The 1st three Advent candles will be lit as we sing verses 1-3   of 
“Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel.” 
 

SONG: “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel” vv 1-3 LBW 34  
WE CONFESS 
P  With the words of Isaiah and the Psalms, we confess our sins 

and our grief, and we hear the comfort of the Lord. 
C  All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the 

field: the grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of 
the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass. Isaiah 40 

 How shall we sing the Lord's song in a foreign land? If I forget 
you, O Jerusalem, let my right-hand wither! Let my tongue cling 
to the roof of my mouth, if I do not remember you, if I do not 
set Jerusalem above my highest joy. Psalm 137 

WE HEAR THE GOOD NEWS OF SALVATION 
P  The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will 

stand forever! Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God! 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry unto her that her 
punishment is over, that her guilt is pardoned, that she has 
received from the Lord's hand double for all her sins. Behold, the 
Lord is coming to you. He will feed his flock like a shepherd, he 



will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, 
and gently lead those that are with young. Isaiah 40 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
FIRST READING Zephaniah 3:14-20 

14“Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and 
exult with all your heart, O daughter of Jerusalem! 15The Lord 
has taken away the judgments against you; he has cleared 
away your enemies. The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your 
midst; you shall never again fear evil. 16On that day it shall be 
said to Jerusalem: Fear not, O Zion; let not your hands grow 
weak. 17The Lord your God is in your midst, a mighty one who 
will save; he will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet 
you by his love; he will exult over you with loud singing. 18I will 
gather those of you who mourn for the festival, so that you will 
no longer suffer reproach. 19Behold, at that time I will deal 
with all your oppressors. And I will save the lame and gather 
the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and 
renown in all the earth. 20At that time I will bring you in, at the 
time when I gather you together; for I will make you renowned 
and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore 
your fortunes before your eyes,” says the Lord. 

 P  The word of the Lord. C  Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 85 (Read responsively by half verse) P. 254 
SECOND READING Philippians 4:4-7  

4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. 5Let your 
reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do 
not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus. 

P The Word of the Lord.   C Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL Luke 7:24-35 
24When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to 
the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into the 
wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 25What then did 



you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, 
those who are dressed in splendid clothing and live in luxury are 
in kings’ courts. 26What then did you go out to see? A prophet? 
Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 27This is he of whom it 
is written, ‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who 
will prepare your way before you.’ 28I tell you, among those 
born of women none is greater than John. Yet the one who is 
least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” 29When all the 
people heard this, and the tax collectors too, they declared God 
just, having been baptized with the baptism of John, 30but the 
Pharisees and the lawyers rejected the purpose of God for 
themselves, not having been baptized by him. 31“To what then 
shall I compare the people of this generation, and what are they 
like? 32They are like children sitting in the marketplace and 
calling to one another, ‘We played the flute for you, and you 
did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not weep.’ 33For 
John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no 
wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon.’ 34The Son of Man has 
come eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Look at him! A glutton 
and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ 35Yet 
wisdom is justified by all her children.” 

     P The Gospel of the Lord.   C Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON: "PLAYING LIKE CHILDREN” 
 
SONG: “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”  LBW 25 
STATEMENT OF FAITH - Apostles' Creed  p.106 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  p.106 

God of light and love, you are gracious to forgive us for our 
disobedience and sin. Grant that we would look to Christ for all 
things, rather than relying on ourselves. Christ alone is the 
source of salvation for humanity. Grant us new life in him who 
came to live among us.  
Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 
 

Help us, Sovereign Lord, to be bearers of your grace to a world 
in need. Make us bold in our proclamation of your saving grace, 
and gentle of heart toward all people. Give us the words to 



speak to the world and fill us with your wisdom, as we go out 
and share the Good News of your coming kingdom.  
Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.  
 

Gracious Father, give us the words to pray when we know not 
what to say or to ask for. Meet us in the quietness of our hearts 
and guide our thoughts and words toward your will for us. 
Remind us to come to you with all our deepest felt needs, 
trusting that you hear us and will respond.  
Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.  
 

Holy One, you are the giver of new beginnings and the healer 
of all ills. Look favorably on all those who suffer. Provide food 
for the hungry, shelter for the poor, peace in war torn areas, 
health for the sick, and renewal for those who call for you. We 
pray especially for…[                  ]  

 Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER p.113 
OFFERING  
CLOSING RESPONSIVE READING 

(The Song of Mary, when she visited her cousin Elizabeth after 
the angel Gabriel had appeared to her - traditionally called 
“The Magnificat”) 

P  And Mary said, 
C  “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my 

Savior, 
P  for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
C  Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for the 

Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 
P  He has mercy on those who fear him in every generation. 
C  He has shown strength with his arm; He has scattered the proud 

in the thoughts of their hearts. 
P  He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted 

up the lowly; 
C  He has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away 

empty. 
P  He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 
  C  according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to 

Abraham, and to his descendants forever.” 



  P  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
C  as it was in the beginning, is now and will be forever. AMEN 
BENEDICTION 
CLOSING SONG: “Prepare the Royal Highway” LBW 26 
P  Go in peace! Serve the Lord! 
C  Thanks be to God! 
 

 

Church Office: (815) 522-3886   Website: www.kirklandflc.org 
Pastor: Phil Gronbach (815) 762-4666(c)  pastor@kirklandflc.org 
Secretary: Dianna Wittwer (815)378-6654(c)  secretary@kirklandflc.org 
Hosts: Dan & Janelle Pahnke       Offering Counters: Keith Krabbe & Jo Boehmer 
Attendance Last Week:  Saturday, 12/4:12             Sunday, 12/5: 48 

 

 
BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS 

Elda Bruning 12/12     Carl Nelson 12/12 
Everly Mielke 12/14/2017   Jane Johnson 12/17 

 
ANNIVERSARIES 

Ben & Amy Blobaum 12/29/2020 
David & Laura Block 12/31/2020 

 
 

PARSONAGE DONATIONS 
The parsonage needs some updating, if you are available to help 
physically, contact Justin Newberry (815)262-0005. If you would 
like to donate financially, you may place your donation in the 
offering plate or take it to the office. Please write “Parsonage” in 
the memo line of your check.  
There will be a “Painting Day” soon. If you are willing to help, let 
Justin know.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.kirklandflc.org/
mailto:pastor@kirklandflc.org
mailto:secretary@kirklandflc.org


 
 

CHRISTMAS MEMORIAL POINSETTIA GARDEN 
If you would like to honor or remember a loved one by ordering a 
poinsettia plant, forms are in the narthex. There have been 20 
plants ordered. They are $9 each. You may place your check in the 
offering plate or put it in the office. December 19th is the deadline 
for orders.  
 

CHRISTMAS EVE COMMUNION CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 
Our service will be held at 7pm. Invite a friend or two.  

 

Please note: There will be no Christmas Day or Saturday evening 
service on December 25th.  
There will be a Worship Service, 9am, on Sunday, December 26th. 
 
END OF YEAR CONTRIBUTIONS: If you would like to make a year-
end contribution for 2021, please have it into the church office on 
Friday, Dec. 31 by 11:00 am. Thank you. 
 
 
Sunday 12/12: Please join us after service for coffee in the 
Fellowship Hall. Newsletter Items due.  
Socks for the homeless are due also.  
Tuesday 12/14: Food Pantry Set-up, 9:30am; Distribution, 12-2 pm. 
Wednesday 12/15: Newsletter folding, 9am.  
Thursday 12/16: Wittenberg Door – Pastor’s Fellowship, 10am. 
Confirmation Class, 5:30pm.  
Saturday 12/18: Communion Service, 5:30pm.  
Sunday 12/19: Communion Service,9am. No Sunday School. 
Poinsettia Orders are due! 
Monday 12/20: Food Truck Delivery, 9:30am; Clothes Closet open, 
12 – 1:30pm. 
Sunday 1/2/2022: Annual Reports are due. 

 



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

- Chuck Huey’s sister, Harriet died on Saturday, December 3.  May 
the promise of God’s resurrection bring peace to all of Harriet’s 
family.  

- Tom & Louise Hoffman are feeling better after having Covid. 
Tom spent a few days in the hospital.  

- Roger Miller, son of Eldon & Helen Miller is seriously ill.  
- Ruth, secretary for Pastor Tom in NY, was hospitalized after 

falling and hitting her head. She is improving. Ruth is 72 years 
young.  

- Pray for pregnant women and the babies they are carrying, 
especially Amy Blobaum, Abby (Pahnke) Bohn and Annelise 
Daab, Mark Boehmer’s girlfriend.  

- All those who are suffering physical or mental illness, and their 
families, caregivers, and medical teams especially Charmaine 
Massey, with a blood clot & a broken foot and Louie Mielke with 
a broken wrist.  

- All those who are not able to worship with us because they are 
in health care facilities or homebound: Betty Paulsen, Ina 
Koehler, Nancy Bakanas and George Vodden. 

- Our new Pastor, Thomas Thorstad and his family as they prepare 
for their move.  May the transition be smooth.  

- All NALC churches that are searching for a Pastor.  
- May God bless America, our president, elected leaders, police 

officers, first responders, and military personnel, that they hear 
and receive God’s guidance and protection.  

- All Christian churches and all persecuted Christians throughout  
   the world.  
-The NALC, NALS, the Great Rivers Mission District, all Christian 
  churches, and our partners in SC and PA. 
 

 


