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First Lutheran Church- Putting Christ First 
Saturday, February 19, 2022 

 (with scripture readings for the 7th Sunday after Epiphany) 
 
A WARM WELCOME TO ALL who are worshiping with us today! We 
hope that the service will be a joy and blessing to you.  

LBW, green hymnal     WOV, navy hymnal 
 

THE SERVICE BEGINS 
P  We begin this service IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER:  
C  O Mighty God, you once revealed yourself to your people on 

Mount Sinai, in fire and thunder and cloud, as you gave your 
Ten  Commandments; 

P  AND OF THE SON: 
C  O Jesus, our Lord and God, you made your divine power 

manifest by changing water into wine, healing the sick, and 
teaching the people with power and authority; 

P  AND OF THE HOLY SPIRIT: 
C  O Divine Spirit, when Jesus was baptized, you came upon him in 

the form of a dove. Come upon us now, in the speaking of your 
Word. AMEN! 

OPENING SONG: “Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God” WOV 783 
WE CONFESS 
P  Let us confess our sin and griefs, and hear the comfort of the 
 Lord. 
C  If you revealed only your power and your law to us, O Lord, we 

would be undone. Like the Israelites who trembled with fear at 
Mt. Sinai, and like the disciple Peter, who upon seeing your 
power over nature, cried out, “Depart from me, Lord, for I am a 
sinful man!”, we too would be reduced to fear and trembling, 
guilt and hopelessness. We confess that we have not and cannot 
live up to your righteous and good laws, and that we cannot 
stand before your almighty power. 

WE HEAR THE GOOD NEWS OF SALVATION 
P  Jesus reveals himself to us most completely, not through laws, 

 commandments, and displays of awesome power, but through 
lowliness and humility. He came to John the Baptist to be 
baptized, though he didn't need to at all. By doing so, he showed 
that he is not ashamed to be associated with sinners. Indeed, he 



loves sinners, and wants to come into their lives and be their 
friend. Jesus loves us sinners. In His name, I declare to you the 
entire forgiveness of all your sins.  

P  The peace of the Lord be with you always! 
C  And also with you! 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
PRAYER OF THE DAY (Please read in unison with Pastor Tom) 

O God, you know our fears and lack of confidence. Forgive our 
willful ways, and defend our faith through the teaching of 
your Christ, through whom you gather saints to give you glory 
without end. Grant this, we pray, through the same Jesus 
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

FIRST READING:  Genesis 45:3-15 
3Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still 
alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, for they were 
dismayed at his presence. 4So Joseph said to his brothers, 
“Come near to me, please.” And they came near. And he said, 
“I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5And 
now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because 
you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life. 
6For the famine has been in the land these two years, and 
there are yet five years in which there will be neither plowing 
nor harvest. 7And God sent me before you to preserve for you 
a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 
8So it was not you who sent me here, but God. He has made 
me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler 
over all the land of Egypt. 9Hurry and go up to my father and 
say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord 
of all Egypt. Come down to me; do not tarry. 10You shall dwell 
in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your 
children and your children’s children, and your flocks, your 
herds, and all that you have. 11There I will provide for you, for 
there are yet five years of famine to come, so that you and 
your household, and all that you have, do not come to 
poverty.’ 12And now your eyes see, and the eyes of my 
brother Benjamin see, that it is my mouth that speaks to you. 
13You must tell my father of all my honor in Egypt, and of all 



that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” 
14Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, 
and Benjamin wept upon his neck. 15And he kissed all his 
brothers and wept upon them. After that his brothers talked 
with him. 

  P The Word of the Lord.   C Thanks be to God. 
 

    PSALM 103:1-13 (read responsively by half verse) P. 264 
    SECOND READING  1 Corinthians 15:21-26, 30-42 

21For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the 
resurrection of the dead. 22For as in Adam all die, so also in 
Christ shall all be made alive. 23But each in his own order: 
Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to 
Christ. 24Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom 
to God the Father after destroying every rule and every 
authority and power. 25For he must reign until he has put all 
his enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy to be destroyed 
is death. 
30Why are we in danger every hour? 31I protest, brothers, by 
my pride in you, which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die 
every day! 32What do I gain if, humanly speaking, I fought 
with beasts at Ephesus? If the dead are not raised, “Let us 
eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.” 33Do not be deceived: 
“Bad company ruins good morals.” 34Wake up from your 
drunken stupor, as is right, and do not go on sinning. For 
some have no knowledge of God. I say this to your shame. 
35But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With 
what kind of body do they come?” 36You foolish person! 
What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37And 
what you sow is not the body that is to be, but a bare kernel, 
perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. 38But God gives it 
a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own 
body. 39For not all flesh is the same, but there is one kind for 
humans, another for animals, another for birds, and another 
for fish. 40There are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but 
the glory of the heavenly is of one kind, and the glory of the 
earthly is of another. 41There is one glory of the sun, and 
another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; 
for star differs from star in glory. 42So is it with the 



resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is 
raised is imperishable. 

  P The Word of the Lord.   C Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL Luke 6:27-38 
27{Jesus said,} “But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, 
do good to those who hate you, 28bless those who curse you, 
pray for those who abuse you. 29To one who strikes you on 
the cheek, offer the other also, and from one who takes 
away your cloak do not withhold your tunic either. 30Give to 
everyone who begs from you, and from one who takes away 
your goods do not demand them back. 31And as you wish 
that others would do to you, do so to them. 32If you love 
those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even 
sinners love those who love them. 33And if you do good to 
those who do good to you, what benefit is that to you? For 
even sinners do the same. 34And if you lend to those from 
whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you? Even 
sinners lend to sinners, to get back the same amount. 35But 
love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing 
in return, and your reward will be great, and you will be sons 
of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. 
36Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful. 37Judge not, 
and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not 
be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38give, and 
it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken 
together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the 
measure you use it will be measured back to you.” 

  P The Gospel of the Lord.   C Thanks be to God. 
 

    Sermon: “A LOVE FLOWING FROM JESUS” 
 

SONG: “What a Friend We have in Jesus” LBW 439  
STATEMENT OF FAITH:  Nicene Creed LBW p.84 
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  P. 85 

Gracious God, you work all things for good for those who love 
you. Help us to see your guiding hand in our lives, especially in 
times of trial and struggle. Remind us that it is you who will 



make a way where there is no way, and you who will turn our 
despair into hope and joy. Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.  
 

Loving Father, we thank you for the gift of forgiveness and for 
your Son, Jesus, who took our sin on himself even though he 
was sinless. Grant that our hearts and minds would be free 
from worry and that we would readily embrace the grace you 
so freely offer. Let us also offer that grace to those who have 
offended or hurt us. Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.  
 

Holy One, be with those who live alone or are lonely. May they 
find comfort in your holy Word and in the company of friends, 
family, and neighbors. Grant them peace in their solitude and 
purpose in their lives. For those who feel they have no 
purpose, remind them to cling to you and praise your name, 
focusing on you rather than themselves. Lord in your mercy. 
Hear our prayer.  
 

Abiding Lord, grant your tender mercy on all who grieve the 
loss of loved ones or who are battling illness or disease. Be with 
them in their trouble and comfort them with the hope of your 
never-failing promises for new life. [We pray especially for…] 
Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer.  

 
OFFERING   
WE PREPARE FOR HOLY COMMUNION 
P  The Lord be with you.  C  And also with you. 
P  Lift up your hearts!  C  We lift them up to the Lord! 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
THE LORD'S PRAYER LBW p.91 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION  

Today we celebrate the Lord's Supper. All who 
believe that Christ is present in this Sacrament 
are invited to share in His supper. The inner 
glasses on the tray are grape juice, the rest of the 

glasses are wine. Children who have not received Communion 



instruction should kneel at the altar with their arms crossed upon 
their chest to receive a Baptismal blessing. 
THE CLOSING RESPONSIVE READING 
P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you  
 and keep you in his grace.   C  Amen. 
P  Isaiah said of old, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because  
 He has anointed me to bring good news.” 
C  People of God, today this prophecy has been fulfilled in your  
 hearing.    C  Amen! 
THE BENEDICTION 
CLOSING SONG: “This Is My Father’s World”  LBW 554 
P  Go in peace! Serve the Lord!        C  Thanks be to God! 
 
Church Office: (815)522-3886  Website: www.kirklandflc.org 
Pastor: Tom Thorstad (716) 990-6244, (c)  pastor@kirklandflc.org 
Secretary: Dianna Wittwer (815) 378-6654, (c) secretary@kirklandflc.org 
Guitarist: Lenny Cowart Offering Counters: Angie Springborn & Ashley Boyer 
Hosts: Jack & Josh Sunderlage 
Attendance Last Saturday, 2/12:  Attendance Sunday,2/13: 44 
 

THANK YOU! 
Thank you to Lenny Cowart for playing the 
guitar today.  

 

 
BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS!!! 

Val Norris 2/20  Gunner Chastain 2/22/2008 
Layla Mielke 2/24/2018  Allen Klus 2/25 
Wyatt Mielke 2/26/14  Kailey Haberkamp 2/28/2011 

       Peggy Wince 2/29 

ANNIVERSEARY BLESSINGS!!! 
Randal & Angela Nelson 2/20/1993 

Steve & June May 2/27/1974 
 

PERSONAL CARE KITS 
Personal Care items are being collected until 3/6th.  
 

THANK YOU! 
Please see the bulletin board for the many “Thank you’s” we have 
received. Did you see the picture of Ben?  

ST. CATHERINE’S FISH FRY 
Fish Fry’s during Lent. See the bulletin board for more information.  

http://www.kirklandflc.org/
mailto:pastor@kirklandflc.org
mailto:secretary@kirklandflc.org


CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 
Today 2/20: Join us in Fellowship Hall for coffee.  
Monday 2/21: Food Truck Delivery, 9:30am.  
Tuesday 2/22:  Food Pantry Set-up, 9:30am; dist., 12-2pm.  
Thursday 2/24: Wittenberg Door- Pastor’s Fellowship – here, 10am 
Confirmation, 5:30pm.  
Saturday 2/26: Worship Service, 5:30pm. 
Sunday 2/27:  Worship Service with Sunday School, 9am.  

 
Please keep in your daily prayers all people in need, including: 
- Jim Sheehan is now at Alden Debes to recover from Covid.  
- Jason Gorski, Dan & Janelle Pahnke’s nephew is fighting cancer. 

He is having a rough time with chemotherapy.  
- Pastor Tom, and other Pastors who will be traveling to FL for the 

Pastor’s Conference beginning Feb. 15th.  
- Pray for pregnant women and the babies they are carrying, 

especially Abby (Pahnke) Bohn and Annelise Daab, (Mark 
Boehmer’s girlfriend) and Jamie Wittwer (Tim & Dianna’s 
daughter-in-law).  

-  All those who are not able to worship with us because they are 
in health care facilities or homebound: Betty Paulsen, Ina 
Koehler, Nancy Bakanas and George Vodden. 

-  All those who are suffering physical or mental illness, and their 
families, caregivers, and medical teams.  

-  Our church and its activities, and all Christian churches.  
-  All elected leaders, police officers, first responders, and military 

personnel, that they hear and receive God’s guidance and 
protection. 

-  Persecuted Christians throughout the world.  
-  All NALC churches that are searching for a Pastor.  
- The NALC, NALS, the Great Rivers Mission District, all Christian 

churches, and our partners in SC and PA. 
 


