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Once again, we begin our Lenten journey – a journey of worship, 

repentance, discipleship, and cross-bearing. As Christians, this is truly our 

whole life’s journey. It is intensified during Lent. May the midweek 

evening services of this season inspire and strengthen you in following 

the One who leads his Church in mission: Jesus, our Savior.  

LBW – green hymnal     *Please stand as able. 

Prelude  

Confession and Absolution: 
Psalm 51:1-20 (Read responsively by whole verse)  LBW p.239-240   
 

Congregation: Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  
Amen 
 

Pastor: Brothers and Sisters: God created us to experience joy in 
communion with him, with all humanity, and to live in harmony 
with all of his creation. But sin separates us from God, our 
neighbors, and creation, and so we do not enjoy the life our Creator 
intended for us. Also, by our sin we grieve our Father, who does not 
desire us to come under his judgement, but to turn to him and live.  
 

As disciples of the Lord Jesus we are called to struggle against 
everything that leads us away from love of God and neighbor. 
Repentance, fasting, prayer and works of love – the discipline of 
Lent – help us to wage our spiritual warfare. I invite you, therefore, 
to commit yourselves to this struggle, and confess your sins, asking 
our Father for strength to persevere in your Lenten discipline. 
   



P:  Most Holy and Merciful Father: 
C: We confess to you and to one another, and to the whole 
communion of saints in heaven and on earth, that we have sinned 
by our own fault in thought, word, and deed; by what we have 
done, and by what we have left undone. 
 

P: We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and 
strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have 
not forgiven others, as we have been forgiven. 
C: Have mercy on us, Lord. 
P: We have been deaf to your call to serve as Christ served us. We 
have not been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your 
Holy Spirit. 
C: Have mercy on us, Lord. 
P: We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness. The pride, 
hypocrisy, and impatience in our lives, 
C: we confess to you, Lord. 
P: Our self-indulgent appetites and ways and our exploitation of 
other people, 
C: we confess to you, Lord. 
P: Our anger at our own frustration, and our envy of those more 
fortunate than ourselves,  
C: we confess to you, Lord. 
P: Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts, and our 
dishonesty in daily life and work, 
C: we confess to you, Lord. 
P: Our negligence in prayer and worship and our failure to 
commend the faith that is in us,   
C: we confess to you, Lord. 
P: Accept our repentance, Lord, for wrongs we have done. For our 
blindness to human need and suffering, and our indifference to 
injustice and cruelty, 
C: accept our repentance, Lord. 
P: For all false judgements, for uncharitable thoughts toward our 
neighbors, and for our prejudice and contempt toward those who 
differ from us, 
C: accept our repentance, Lord. 



P: For our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of 
concern for those who come after us, 
C: accept our repentance, Lord. 
P: Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us. 
C: Hear us, Lord, for your mercy is great.  Amen 
 

The Imposition of Ashes – Those who desire to receive ashes come 
forward down the center aisle in two lines to stand before the altar. Pastor 
and the Lay assistant will place a cross of ashes on your forehead. Then 
you will proceed to your pew, using the side aisle.  
 

P: Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 
C: that we may show forth your glory in the world. 
P: By the cross and passion of your Son, our Lord, 
C: bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 
P: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire 
the death of sinners but rather that they may turn from their 
wickedness and live. Therefore we implore him to grant us true 
repentance and his Holy Spirit, that those things may please him 
which we do on this day, that the rest of our life may be pure and 
holy, and that at the last we may come to his eternal joy; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY (Spoken in unison) 
Almighty and everlasting God, as we begin our Lenten pilgrimage, 
we do so in a spirit of repentance. We are sinful and depend 
completely upon your mercy. Strengthen us by your Holy Spirit so 
that we might follow you in paths of righteousness. We pray 
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

HYMN: “Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling”  WOV 734 
First Reading  Joel 2:12–18 ESV 
12 “Yet even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with all your 
heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 13 and rend 
your hearts and not your garments.” Return to the LORD your God, 
for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love; and he relents over disaster. 14 Who knows whether 



he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a grain 
offering and a drink offering for the LORD your God? 15 Blow the 
trumpet in Zion; consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly; 16 gather 
the people. Consecrate the congregation; assemble the elders; 
gather the children, even nursing infants. Let the bridegroom leave 
his room, and the bride her chamber. 17 Between the vestibule and 
the altar let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep and say, 
“Spare your people, O LORD, and make not your heritage a 
reproach, a byword among the nations. Why should they say 
among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’ ” 18 Then the LORD 
became jealous for his land and had pity on his people. 
 

Second Reading  1 John 1:8–9  
8 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
This is the word of the Lord. 
(C)  Thanks be to God! 
 

Lenten Response – “Return to the Lord…”   p. 104 
 

GOSPEL  Matthew 6:16–18 ESV 
16 “And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for 
they disfigure their faces that their fasting may be seen by others. 
Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 17 But when 
you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 18 that your fasting 
may not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. And 
your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
(P)  This is the gospel of the Lord. 
(C)  Thanks be to God! 

 

Sermon   MERCY IN ASHES 
 
*Hymn of the Day “Today Your Mercy Calls Us”  LBW 304 
*Nicene Creed   p. 105 
 
 
 



*Prayers of the Church  
Heavenly Father, we come before you this day in humility and 
contrition repenting of our sins and receiving your merciful 
forgiveness. Just as an ashen cross is a sign of our repentance 
and your mercy, may our lives be signs of your forgiving love.  
Lord in your mercy … hear our prayer. 
 

Gracious Lord God, you have shown us overwhelming mercy and 
endless love. Send us out into your world as those who seek to 
be merciful and loving in all our everyday encounters. Through 
us bring your righteousness to bear in your world.  
Lord in your mercy … hear our prayer. 
 

Healer of creation, we pray that all who suffer in body, mind, 
and spirit may find in the midst of all of life’s tribulations your 
peace and comfort. Turn their mourning into dancing, their 
sadness into joy, and their despair into hopefulness.  
Lord in your mercy … hear our prayer. 

* THE PEACE 
  OFFERING/OFFERTORY – What shall I render p.108 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING  PP. 109-111 
*THE LORD’S PRAYER  P. 113 
*LAMB OF GOD P.114 
  COMMUNION  

Tonight, we celebrate the Lord’s Supper. All who believe that 

Christ is present in this Sacrament are invited to share in His 

supper. Children who have not received Communion 

instruction should stand at the altar with their arms crossed upon their 

chest to receive a Baptismal blessing. Continuous Communion 

Distribution:  Proceed to the communion rail when the usher 

indicates, moving away from the center aisle and towards the side. As 

soon as you have received communion, you may return to your pew, 

using the side aisle. 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER  
*LORD, NOW LET YOUR SERVANT P. 116 
*BENEDICTION  P. 117 
*THREEFOLD AMEN 



*CLOSING HYMN “Abide with Me “ LBW 272 
PASTOR: Go in peace, serve the Lord. 
CONGREGATION: Thanks be to God. 
Postlude 
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WE WELCOME YOU to our Ash Wednesday Service, 
the first of six Wednesday evening Lenten gatherings. 
We encourage you to attend all these services. The 
theme for all the Lenten Vespers services will be:  
 
 

GOD’S MERCY 

This year’s mid-week Lenten theme will be God’s Mercy 
 

  3/2   Mercy in Ashes  3/23  Mercy in Betrayal 
  3/9   Mercy in Temptation  3/30  Mercy in Relationships 
3/16   Mercy in Suffering     4/6  Mercy in Service 
 

 

LENTEN SUPPER  

Date Hosts     (meal served) 
3/9      Chef Mielke & Bauer  Soup 
3/16    Church Council  Chili 
3/23    Sunday School    Sloppy Joe’s 
3/30 Wittwer’s   Italian Beef 
4/6 Men                  Pork Chops 
 

LENTEN SCHEDULE 
This Lenten schedule runs each Wednesday, March 9 through 

April 6.  

     5:45pm – Lenten Supper  

    6:30pm –Lenten Vespers Service  
 

 
Confirmation class will continue to be on Thursdays at 5:30pm.  

 

 


