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First Lutheran Church – Putting Christ First 
Third Sunday of Advent – December 17, 2023 

 
A WARM WELCOME TO ALL who are worshiping with us today! We hope 
that the service will be a joy and blessing to you. Please complete the black 
friendship register and pass it down the pew. 
 

Today we celebrate the Lord's Supper. All who 
believe that Christ is present in this Sacrament are 
invited to share in His supper. The inner glasses on 
the tray are grape juice and water, the rest of the 
glasses are wine. Children who have not received 

Communion instruction should kneel at the altar with their arms crossed 
upon their chest to receive a Baptismal blessing. 
 
 

LBW-green hymnal       *Please stand as able. 
 

  Prelude 
  Welcome and Announcements 
*Brief Order for Public Confession p. 56 
*Opening Hymn: “The King Shall Come” LBW 33  
*Apostolic Greeting and Kyrie  p. 57 
*This is the Feast p. 60 
*Prayer of the Day 

Lord Jesus Christ, give ear to our prayers, and lighten the 
darkness of our hearts by your gracious visitation; for you live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen.  

  No Children's Sermon (Children may go to Sunday School now.) 
  First Reading  Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

1“The Spirit of the LORD God is upon me, because the LORD has 
anointed me to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to 
bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 2to 
proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, and the day of vengeance 
of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 3to grant to those who 
mourn in Zion — to give them a beautiful headdress instead of 
ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the garment of 
praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may be called oaks of 
righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified. 
4They shall build up the ancient ruins; they shall raise up the 



former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the 
devastations of many generations.  
8“For I the LORD love justice; I hate robbery and wrong; I will 
faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an 
everlasting covenant with them. 9Their offspring shall be known 
among the nations, and their descendants in the midst of the 
peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge them, that they are 
an offspring the LORD has blessed. 10I will greatly rejoice in the 
LORD; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has clothed me with 
the garments of salvation; he has covered me with the robe of 
righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a 
beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her 
jewels. 11For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a garden 
causes what is sown in it to sprout up, so the LORD God will cause 
righteousness and praise to sprout up before all the nations.” 

  Psalm 126 (Read responsively by whole verse) p. 280 
  Second Reading  1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all 
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 
19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise prophecies, 21but 
test everything; hold fast what is good. 22Abstain from every form 
of evil. 23Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you 
completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept 
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24He who calls 
you is faithful; he will surely do it. 

*The Alleluia p. 62 
*Gospel  John 1:6-8, 19-28 

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He 
came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might 
believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear 
witness about the light.  
19And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests 
and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He 
confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 
21And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I 
am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22So 
they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to 
those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said, 
“I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight 



the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 24(Now they had 
been sent from the Pharisees.) 25They asked him, “Then why are 
you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the 
Prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with water, but 
among you stands one you do not know, 27even he who comes 
after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 
28These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where 
John was baptizing. 
 

 Sermon:           “HOMECOMING”  
 
*Hymn of the Day: “Comfort, Comfort Now My People” LBW 29  
*Nicene Creed p.64 
*Prayers of the Church p. 65 

God of light and life, by the power of your Spirit and the light of 
your Word, enable us to continue our Advent waiting in 
faithfulness as we prepare to receive the one who is the Light of 
the World.  
 Lord in your mercy … hear our prayer.   
 

Holy Lord, in these early days of winter the creation groans with 
change. Some places in your world will begin to experience snow 
and bitter cold. Fields will lay fallow, trees and plants will no 
longer blossom or bear fruit. In other places, more moderate 
weather allows for growth and food production. Bring to each 
region the moisture, sunshine, and time of regeneration that is 
needed. Allow your people to experience that same rest and 
regeneration so that we would have strength for each new day.  
 Lord in your mercy … hear our prayer.   
 

Holy Spirit, giver of faith, empower us to bear witness to your 
light and life in the wilderness places of your world – in war-torn 
countries, dilapidated neighborhoods, poverty-stricken lives, 
and in the empty and searching hearts that we encounter daily. 
Fill with your love and hope, those who are struggling with 
addiction and despair. Help us to be bearers of your Good News 
to all who need to hear a word of love.  
 Lord in your mercy … hear our prayer. 
 



God of strength, stir in us and make us aware of the needs of the 
whole human family. Help us to bring words of understanding, 
comfort, and hope to those who are unemployed, ill in body, 
mind, or spirit, or grieving. [We pray particularly for …] Keep us 
mindful that while most of us experience this as a time of joyful 
expectation, for many it is a difficult time of the year. Bring light 
to those who are in darkness so that the coming Christ would lift 
their hearts in joy.  
 Lord in your mercy … hear our prayer. 

*Sharing of Peace 
  Offering 
*Let the Vineyards be Fruitful  p.66 
*Offertory Prayer p.67  
*The Great Thanksgiving p. 68 
*Words of Institution p. 69 
*The Lord's Prayer p. 71 
   Lamb of God p. 72 
   Communion Distribution 
*Thank the Lord P. 72 
*Post Communion Prayer 
*Benediction p. 74 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  
*Threefold Amen 
*Closing Hymn: “Prepare the Royal Highway” LBW 26  
*Pastor: Go in Peace, Serve the Lord! 
*Congregation: Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 
 
 
Church Office: (815) 522-3886  Website: www.kirklandflc.org 
Pastor: Tom Thorstad (716)990-6244(c)  pastor@kirklandflc.org 
Secretary: Dianna Wittwer (815)378-6654(c)  secretary@kirklandflc.org 
Pianist: Jill Vodden Coffee Server: Louie Mielke 
Lay Reader: Lenny Peterson Acolyte: David Thorstad 
Ushers: Keith Krabbe (Head Usher), Loraine Krabbe and Tadd Krabbe 
Offering Counters: Keith Krabbe & Elda Bruning 
Attendance Last Saturday,12/9:16 Last Sunday,12/10 58 adults 19 children 
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BIRTHDAY BLESSINGS! 
Everly Mielke 12/14/17  Jane Johnson 12/16 
Debbie Rehn 12/18  Joseph Thorstad 12/22/17 
Charles Peterson 12/26  Rick Schmidt 12/27 
Natalie Norris 12/27/2019  Malcolm Anderberg12/29 
Nathan Watson 12/31 
Happy 150th First Lutheran Church on Tuesday, December 26th. 

 
ANNIVERSAY BLESSINGS!! 

Ben & Amy Blobaum 12/29/2020 
David & Laura Block  12/31/2020 

 
SOCKS BOX 

The socks are due to the church today.  
 

CHRISTMAS MEMORIAL GARDEN 
Poinsettias are $10 each. Orders are due today.  
 
 
FIRST LUTHERAN CHRISTMAS LIGHT POLE 
Thank you to Mike & Sue Sester and Roger & Jean Bauer for finding 
a new nativity set, as our old one had seen better days. They also 
decorated the light pole. I hope you will take the time to look at it.  
 
 

Thank you  
The children’s Christmas program was 
wonderful. Thank you to all who helped make it 
a success. It was so cute to see the children 
sharing Jesus’ story.  
 
 

Thank you! 
Joanie Sanderson would like to thank everyone for their prayers 
for her son, David. He is now in a Rockford rehab after being in 
the hospital for 61 days. He has a new hip and will be starting 
physical therapy soon.   
 



2023 END OF YEAR OFFERINGS – please have any offerings to be 
counted for 2023 to the office by Thursday, Dec. 28th by noon.  
 
 
OFFERING ENVELOPES ARE READY! 
The Offering envelopes for 2024 have been created and are ready 
in the Narthex.  If you forgot to bring in your pledge envelope, 
please do so soon. This helps our budget committee plan for the 
next year. If you didn’t receive offering envelopes last year and 
would like them, please let Dianna know.  
 
 
 
 
OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT OF ANNUAL 
MEETING: SUNDAY, JANUARY 28, 2024 
Reports due to Dianna on Thursday, Jan. 4th, I 
would prefer reports be sent via email to 
secretary@kirklandflc.org. 
Booklets will be ready Jan. 13th.  

 
 
 

Next Week’s Readings: 

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Psalm 89:1-5 [19-29]; Romans 16:25-27; 
Luke 1:26-38 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Sunday 12/17:  Join us after the service for coffee, and Adult 
Forum.  
Monday 12/18: Food Truck Delivery, 9am.  
 Clothes Closet Open 12-1:30pm 
Tuesday 12/19: Food Pantry Set-up, 9:30-11am; dist., 12-2pm. 
Saturday 12/23: NO Saturday service. 
Sunday 12/24: Christmas Eve Worship Service, 9am 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service, 7pm  
 
Monday, 12/25: Join us for Christmas Day with Communion, and 
special music on December 25 at 9am.  

 
PARISH CONCERNS: 

- Lorraine Steinhorst, Gary Steinhorst’s mother passed away on 
Sunday, Dec. 10th.  Gary & Peggy Steinhorst  
   1524 15th St   Baraboo, Wi 53913 

May the promise of God’s resurrection bring peace to the family 
of Lorraine Steinhorst  
 

Please keep in your daily prayers all people in need, including 
those mentioned here:  
- Beau Norris, 11, had a cardiac procedure. He is home, doing well.  
- Fallon Mitchell is getting stronger every day! 
- All those who are suffering physical or mental illness, and their 
families, caregivers, and medical teams, especially Chuck 
Schindler, Ina Koehler, James Klus, Jim Hetland, Emmaline Haag, 
David Sanderson, Susan & Jim Colgan, Mark Bernhardy and 
Shannon Daab. 

- All those who are not able to worship with us because they are 
in health care facilities or homebound: Nancy Bakanas, George 

   Vodden, Dale Johnson, and many others. 
- Our church and its activities.  
- All elected leaders, police officers, first responders, and military 
personnel, that they hear and receive God’s guidance and 
protection. 

- The NALC, NALS, the Great Rivers Mission District, and all 
Christian churches.  


